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1 1. TJie Queens Message'1 to the House of Commons, 1581.

7 March, 1581 ... Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer declareth,
that Mr Vice chamberlain, both Mr Secretaries and himself
have, according to their commission from this House, conferred
with some of my lords the bishops touching the griefs of this
House, for some things very requisite to be reformed in the
Church; as, the great number of unlearned and unable ministers,
the great abuse of excommunication for every matter of small
moment, the commutation of penance, and the great multitude
of dispensations and pluralities, and other things very hurtful
to the Church ; . . . declaring farther that they found some of
the said lords the bishops, not only to confess and grant the
said defects and abuses, "wishing due redress thereof . . . where-
upon they afterwards joined in humble suit together unto her
Highness and received her Majesty's most gracious answer:
That, as her Highness- had, the lastsessijiDfjDa^
her own*~gol5<r^7;fin^^

^                              etsonscommt "tne sameCOito

such others of them as with^lOo^jenieivLgpee

. . . For the which as theydid

all rgndermrto her Majesty most humble and dutiful thanks,
so did Mr Chancellor further declare that the only cause why
no due reformation hath been already had in the said petitions
was only by the negligence and slackness of some others, and
not of her Majesty nor of this House ; alleging withal that some
of the said bishops had yet done something in those matters, . . .
as in a more advised care of allowing and making of ministers,
but yet in effect little or nothing to the purpose . . .
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15.  WJiitgifl and the Nonconformists, 1583.
Buccessit  loannes  Whitgiftus.    Huic   Eegina   (quae  ut in
politicis, ita et in legibus ecclesiasticis nihil unquani laxandum

1 In consequence of a resolution of the Commons that Mr Vice-
Cbaniberlain and others should 'move the Lords of the Clergy to continue
unto her Majesty the prosecution of the purposes of reformation.'